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Project Clean Air Moves Across
the Border

The Honourable Cheng Yu-Tong, Convenor

of the GPRDBC Sustainable Development

Hong Kong Subgroup, stressed that a quality

environment is an issue close to the hearts of

the people in the Greater Pearl River Delta

and that the entire population is eager to

support efforts to reduce air pollution.

Chen Ying, Director, Pollution Control

Department, Guangdong Environmental

Protection Bureau (GDEPB), said “Twenty-

one cities in Guangdong have reached the

second-grade standard for air quality, but

eight cities’ sulphur dioxide emissions are

beyond the national level and no measures

are in place to bring them down.”

To further rein in pollution, Mr Chen said

this year the focus of GDEPB’s work will be

on requesting enterprises to reduce their

sulphur and nitrogen emissions, developing

rail and transportation networks,

outsourcing electricity from the western

region, as well as developing renewable and
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“Every effort to improve air quality counts –

from a single energy saving measure, to a

comprehensive emissions reduction plan.”

This is the key message from the Chamber’s

environmental training seminar held in

Guangzhou on June 5, World Environment

Day, to encourage companies in the Pearl

River Delta to take the first step in air quality

management.

Over 200 representatives of Hong Kong and

Guangdong enterprises attended the event,

jointly organized by the Hong Kong Business

Coalition on the Environment (BCE),

Sustainable Development Subgroup of the

Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council

(GPRDBC), Guangdong Subcouncil of the

China Promotional of International Trade,

and Guangdong Association of

Environmental Protection Industry.

Speakers at the seminar stressed that

environmental challenges must be tackled

head on with more energy and determination.
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clean energy. The bureau will also set up

Integrated Prevention on Atmospheric

Multiple Pollution across cities, and continue

to cooperate with the HKSAR to enhance air

quality monitoring.

“Energy conservation and emissions reduction

are key themes of the 11th Five Year Plan,”

Ou Jun, Director, Corporate Development of

Guangdong Association of Environmental

Protection Industry, said at the conference.

“Industries should expect a more rigorous

environmental standard from the government

when seeking approval for their operations.”

He emphasized that polluting enterprises will

no longer be able to hide.

The Council for Sustainable Development’s

ongoing “Clean Air-Clear Choices” initiative

should hopefully garner practical and

effective proposals that will really make a

difference in improving air pollution along

with the Chamber’s Clean Air Charter.

“Every person has a role to play in reducing

pollution, so naturally every stakeholder

should also have a say in how they think that

should be achieved,” HKGCC Chairman Dr

Lily Chiang said.

The “Clean Air-Clear Choices” public

engagement process (www.susdev.org.hk)

gives people such a platform, and at the same

time the results will show the government to

what extent the stakeholders are willing to go

to, or willing to pay, in order to improve the

quality of our air.

“We trust the results of the exercise will form

an initial blueprint for the government to

drive forward clean air initiatives. We have

some difficult decisions to make, but if the

‘Clean Air-Clear Choices’ programme clearly

shows what the public wants and are willing

to do to make a difference, then that will

make the decisions all the easier to make,”

she added.

Dr Jeanne Ng, Vice Chairman of the Air

and Waste Management Association –

Hong Kong Section, an Expert Group

member who helped produce the Chamber’s

“Clean Air Charter – Business Guidebook,”

gave attendees at the conference a step-by-step

overview on how companies can implement

an air quality management programme.

“The key element is to get the support from

the top management,” she said. “Some

companies can do more, some may not be

able to do as much, but every step counts.”

To prove that air quality management helps

companies’ bottom line, Ir Cary Chan,

Head of Technical Services of Swire

Properties, and Feng Guoxiang, Deputy

General Manager of Zhong Cheng

Chemicals, showcased their experiences in

energy conservation and clean production.

Over 600 organisations and companies have

so far signed the Clean Air Charter, a

business sector-wide environmental

initiative being driven by HKGCC and BCE

under Project Clean Air.  The GPRDBC is

the strategic partner of the project, and the

joint seminar was part of an ongoing

outreach programme to spread the clean air

message across the border.

“We decided to organize the training

seminar on the World Environment Day to

showcase best practices of clean production,

encourage companies to learn from each

other and enable the community to

understand more what businesses are

doing,” Alex Fong, CEO, HKGCC, said. “We

have also initiated an audit and certification

scheme to give recognition to Charter-

compliant companies.” 
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